| Preached in the Pariſh-Church of 


St. Mary White-Chappel, Z 
February 17th, 170% 


Being the Day of 


Publick N 8 , 


FOR THE 
ren of the laſt CAMP AN 


By 70 8 LAH WOODWARD, P. PD. | 
Miniſter of W 1 


L Q.:N D 0 N 


Printed and Sold by Joſeph Downing in Bartho- | | 
lomew-Cloſe near Wh , 1709. 


Price Two Pence. 


er „% 2 N 


4 
{ 
1 
\| 


— 


— — — — — — — — 


—— — — 


—— — 


1 

. 

1 
1 


Illſaiah XIV. Ver. 16, 17. 
7. hey that ſee Thee, ſhall narrowly look «por Thee, 
© and confider Thee ; ſaying, Is this the Man that 
made the Harth to tremble? that did ſhake 
%% Cs 3535 
1 hat made the World as a Wilderneſs, and de- 
ſtroyed the Cities thereof? that opened not the 
Houſe of his Priſoners ? IN. 


HIS is ſpoken of the Deſtruction of the 
| King of Babylon, the grand Tyrant and Op- 
preſſor of thoſe times: And the Deſtructi- 
1 on of Babylon it ſelf was to follow ſoon 
after it, as we find it foretold in the Context; for 
the Lord would now have Mercy upon Jacob, and again 
chooſe 1ſratl. (Ver. 1.) . V 
HIS was doubtleſs reviving News to the Iſrae- 
lites and others, who had felt the Cruelty of the 
3} Babyloniſh Bigotry and Oppreſſion. With what Joy 
did they that feared the Lord, ſpeak often one to ano- 
ther, that now the Prophetic Criſis drew nigh, 
when the Deſtruction of the Enemy ſhould come 
to a perpetual End + And that God would ſoon cauſe 


| the Arrogancy of the Proud to ceaſe, and lay low the 


Haughtineſs of the Terrible; as we read in the fore- 
going Chapter. _ NT 
AND indeed, it is no leſs comfortable to us, to 
read the Prophecies, and to ſee the Preludes and the 
very Beginnings of the Overthrow of the ppiritual. 
Babylon, and the mighty Champion of its evil Cauſe : 
To the former of which perhaps theſe 
Prophecies do ultimately point; and one can- 
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Dan. 4. 28. 


not forbear thinking of an Emblem of the lattet 
in the Prince threatned in the Text. 7 
IT is diſputed among Expoſitors, to which of 
the Kings of Babylon the Words of my Text are 
particularly to be applied. Some apply them to 
Sennacherib, others to Nebuchadnexxar, and others to 
Felfhazz.ar : And indeed the Words are a very 
Witable upbraiding to them all Three; each of them 


naving been brought ſükceſſively from their Pride 


and Inſolence to great Scorn and Contempt. Sennache- 
rib's Army was deſtroyed in one Night by God's 
Angel; and he that juſt before threatned to make 


the Jews eat and drink their own Excrements, be- 
ing then attended by an Army of Two Hundred 


Thouſand Men; ſoon after loſt this whole Army 
by the Hand of God, and fled away from Feruſa- 
lem with Terror, as if he had been frighted by 


his own Solitude: And to conclude the Tragedy, 
his two Sons aſſaſſinate him 1n the very AR of his 


Idolatry, . 37. 38. 1 
As to Nebuchadnexxar, when he vaunted him- 


ſelf concerning his vaſt Metropolis and Palace, the 
great Babylon that he had built for the Honour of his 


Majeſty; a Sentence from God attended the very 
Words in his Mouth ; and being ſmitten with 
Madneſs, which ſome fancy to be a zuzavrlezria, he 


ran wild like the Beaſts, his Nails in time growing 
like their Claws, and his Hair like Eagles Feathers ; 


a proper Puniſhment for one that had ravaged like 


a Bealt or Bird of Prey in Towns and Cities be- 


fore, without any Tendernefs of humane Bowels. 

And as for Belſhazzar, when he had ſet apart a 
Day to be wholly ſpent in Feaſting and Jolli- 
ty, amidſt his Courtiers and Concubines ; a Hand- 
writing on the Wall ſpoiled all the Mirth of the 


' Feaſt, and turn'd the Banquet into a Scene of Hor- 
ror and Confuſion. The King's Conntenance was 


changed 
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changed, he trembled to that Degree, that his 
Knees ſmote one againſt the other; and the very Joints 
of his Loins were loaſed, So that his Conſcience ex- 
E plained the Sentence better than his Magicians 
could, and told him, *twas his Doom, on the Ac- 
count of his Pride, Tyranny and Sacrilege : Which 
ſoon came to paſs ; for that very Night was Belſhax- 
Zar, King of the Chaldeans ſlain, Dan. 5. 30. And 
then ended the Babylonian Empire; and was tranſla- 
ted to Cyrus the Perſian. 
' NOW tho' the Words of the Text may in ſome 
Senſe be applied to either of theſe Three Kings 
of Babylon: Vet foraſmuch as Sennacherib was a great 
Terror to the Jews in the Days of 1/aiah ; theſe 
Words ſeem fpoken to comfort the Jews under 
their preſent Dangers; and ſince Sennacherib be- 
fſieged FJeruſalem in the Days of this Prophet, and 
vas then told by 1/aiah, that the People of 7/-ael had 
deſpiſed him, and that God would lead him (like 
42 Bear) with a Hook in his Noſe, to be baited and 
"© derided by thoſe who had been terrified by him 
WH before, (a. 37. 29.) For theſe and ſome other Rea- 
fons I chooſe to apply the Text to Sennacherib, as 
Sanctius and others do; yet ſo, as to point at the 
humbling and reducing of the other haughty Princes 
of that Race, and to their final Overthrow in 
Belſhaxar. Fog 8 5 
Y Foraſmuch then as Sennacherib had aſcended to 
en extravagant Height of Pride and Ambition, 
22s Fall was as extraordinarily ſhameful and in- 
ZE1orious ; and we ſee, the Spirit of God derides 
291m in the Text, in very ſharp and falt Sarcaſms 
li- hich | ſſon. 5 
Phich are the moſt ſevere Way of Deriſion. It is 
WE poken, as to his Face, after his Reduction, and 
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ah as it were faid; | 
2 .“ There is ſuch a vaſt Change made in thee, 
thou mighty Oppreſſor, ſince God hath reduced 
© WE {ice} that thou art ſcarcely to be known to be 
MOD. At 3 41 th 
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« the ſame Perſon. They that ſee thee muſt look 
; &« upon thee narrowly and conſider thee, before they 
; can diſcern thee to be the Man whom they ſo 
| « feared in former Days: And after all, they can 
FE. 4 ſcarce believe their own Eyes, or be convin- 
| << ced, that this dejected and deſpicable Perſon is 
ce he that furniſh'd the World with Diſcourſe a- 
e bout the Conqueſts and Power of his Arms. But 
IE „u when they at laſt perceive the Truth of the 
1 Matter, and conſider the ſtrange Turn of the 
|| - © Wheels of Providence, their Wonder and Ad- 
s mijration will move them to cry out, with Glo- 

| ry to the Juſtice of God, and Indignation to the 
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| « Pride of Man; Is this the Man that made the | 


| 

| © Earth to tremble? that did ſhake Kingdoms? That 
Me © made the World as a Wilderneſs, and deſtroyed 
TH the Cities thereof? that opened not the Houſe of his 
I <« Priſoners? That is to ſay, who could imagine, 
10 de that this poor deſpicable Man, who is now re- 
1 e dveed to ſuch a low and mean Condition by 
28! « Juſtice from above, is the ſame Perſon of whom 
Ty! e we have heard ſuch mighty things? I this he 


« that made the World to tremble by the Terror of „ 
cc his Arms? That ſhaked Kingdoms by his Power 
« and Politicks ? Is this he that turned fruitful 

© Proviaces into a barren Wilderneſs, by deſtroying 

„the Inhabitants to ſuch a Degree, that there 


qe 


hes 


e were not People left to cultivate the Ground; 
or to keep the wild Beaſts from taking Poſſeſſion 
thereof, in many Parts of his new Conqueſts! 2 
: | 


who turned flouriſhing Cities into Heaps of Rub- 
* biſh, by his Bombs and Artillery; and was too 
“ haughty to be brought to a Cartel, for the Ran- 


“ ſome or Exchange of his Priſoners; ſo that the li 
* Doors of their Confinement, eſpecially if for Re: 
t ligion, were never opened. . 1 4 
This was the King of Babylon Reproach and f 


898 


3 
Shame, caſt upon him by divine Appojatment, 11 
All that ſaw him reduged, vangquiſn'd, and utter 


the Day of Than giving. * 


deſtroyed, after all the Ravages and Devaſtations 
W that his Ambition and Cruelty had made in the 
World. . 3 
And ſince whatſoever was written aforetime, 
vas written for our learning; and ſince the ſacred 
XX Chronicles are a never failing Oracle to pronounce 
Shame and Overthrow ta ſuch Princes as magnify 
their fleſhly Arm againſt the Almighty God; we 
may very ſafely, yea very uſefully apply the Fall of 
this great Oppreſſor in the Text, to other Princes 
who tread in his Steps. They may vaunt themſelves 
and trouble the World a-while, as he did; and they 


the Text; and as it is with us at this Day, thro? 
the infinite Goodneſs of God to us, who has check'd 
that exorbitant Power which threatned Chains to 
Europe, and Ruine to the reformed Religion. It is not 
unlikely that the Day will come, (and perhaps the 
Victories of Blenheim and Ramellies, of Turin and Au- 
fgenard, are the Dawnings of it) when the World, 
v hich has been terrified by that exorbitant Power, 
may as much rejoice in the reduction of it; and ſay, 
s this the Man to whom Statues were erected in a 
tile as exorbitant as his Ambition? Is this he that 
vas ſtiled the immortal and invincible Hero? who 
turned a Multitude of Towns and Cities into ruin— 
dus Heaps by his Armies and Incendiaries; and made 
FX hole Countries a common Field of Blood? Who 
too entred into fruitful Provinces like the Garden of E- 
an- en, and left them deſolate as a barren Wilderneſs? 
Alas“ how will Things be alter'd, when he that 
Re: as the Terror of the World ſhall become a Pro- 
acerb and a Reproach in it? and when he who chained 
and own many good and excellent Men in his Galies and 
„g £075, and never loved to open the Doors to ſuch 
el | 3 8 Pri- 
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1 to exchange for his own Subjects, nor ſo much as for 
1 his prime Officers carried captive into foreign Lands? 
{| Since theſe Inſtances are ſo frequent in ſacred and 


common Hiſtory, and ſince the Diſpenſation, is g 
expreſſed with ſuch Life and Rhetorick in the Text, 
let us at preſent fix our Meditations in a ſerious 


— —— 
— —— 1 
— — ww —— - — 


—̃ —y— yo a7 
— —— 4 ꝗ ͤ——ͤͤ% : «. 


| 
15 
| ; and devont Manner on this Obſervation, viz. 
14 That ſuch as exalt themſelves by unſuſt Means, are 
18; uſually reduced, by the juſt and wiſe Providence of God, 
Wl | 1 to a miſerable and ſhameful End. They uſually ſee 
a8" the Day in which they are reproached more than e- 
11 ver they were applauded; and depiſed more than ever 
they were admired; Then they that ſee ſuch a Perſon, | 
1 ſays our Prophet, ſhall narromly look upon him and conſider | 
11.8 him; ſaying, is this the Man that made the Earth to 
BY tremble? &c. 3 5 WY 
J Indeed every little Inſtance of Pride and Injuſtice 
1 is not made an Example of divine Juſtice on Earth; 
1 were it ſo, we ſhould loſe a very weighty Argument 
Fl for a Judgment to come. But the notorious and 
* flaming Inſtances of Impiety and Barbarity do man 
7) Times pull down the Vengeance of God by their 
106 very Weight. Where Men ſport themſelves in Per- 
Hi juries and Breaches of Faith in ſolemn Contracts; 
10 where they make their Conqueſts by Rivers of inno- 
F cent Blood, and make a Mock of God and Religion 
33 while they are doing theſe vile Enormities ; yea 
| where they are applauded in all this by their own Ap- 
| i - probation, and where the Facts are publiſh'd to the 
| World as Matter of Glory and Renown ; thoſe Prin- 
of ces in whoſe Conduct every Body ſees a Contempt of 
Il God and of the Laws of Nations; againſt whom i 
1 the Cries of Widows and Orphans are lifted up in 


Vollies to Heaven; inſomuch that the World ſeems i 
t) long for Juſtice from God upon them; Theſe Per- 
ſons ſeldom go out of this World unpuniſn'd, but i 
receive the Wages of their Unri ghteou ſneſs on rhe * 3 
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very Plat. The All-wiſe God, who ſhews his Patience 
2 while, till he has chaſtis'd other Nations for their 
Sins by the Power of ſuch a Prince, does uſually ſhew 
his impartial Juſtice too at laſt, in deſtroying the 
Rod of his Anger. And then other Nations ſhall 
ſerve themſelves of him, and repay with Intereſt 
all the Ravages and Devaſtations he made upon 
others. oy | „ 
Thar we may take a more particular View of 


. | 
1 this, let us conſider it more fully in the great In- 
e ſtance of Oppreſſion in the Text: and here it will be 


proper to conſider, 


I. The King of Babylon's Character. 
II. Gods Forbearance of him for a while. 
III. His ſhameful and diſmal End. 


We are in the firſt Place to conſider the King f 
Babylon's Character. And here becauſe we will be 
ſure to do him no Wrong in what we lay to his 
Charge, we will keep ſtrictly to the Account given 
of him in the holy Scripture, more eſpecially in this 

very Chapter whereof the Text is a Part: And 
here we find; . 2 

I. He was a great Oppreſſor : He is ſo called by 
Way of Eminency (ver 4) It ſhall come to paſs in 
that Day in which the Lord ſhall give thee (i. e. Iſrael) 
Reſt from thy Sorrow, and from thy Fear (of the King 
of Babylon, by his Subduction ) that thou ſhalt take 
up this Proverb arainſt him, and ſay, how is the Oppreſ> 
fr ceaſed ! He that mounted himſelf upon the Ru- 
ines of his own People, that he might thereby be 
able to trample upon others: And who knew no 
Bounds, but ſtill went on to devour withGreedineſs, 
like the Horſeleech, never ſatisfied with the Blood he 
ſucks, but {till crying, give, give. TEES 

This is barbarous; very unlike the Way of Go- 

vernment that God hath inſtituted in the World. 
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For the Prince is God's Miniſter to Men for their 
Good : And therefore no Tyranny nor Oppreſſion can 
ſhelter it ſelf under the Plea of divine Right. It has 
manifeſtly another Author, whom we find mentio- 
ned ver. 12. to wit, the proud and cruel Lucifer, in 
w hoſe dark Kingdom every Subject is a Slave, and 
every Slave utterly ruined and undone. 

II. The King of Babylon, whois derided in the 
Text, is deſcribed to be a very debauched and pro- 
fligate Perſon ; dividiag his Time betwixt his two 


great Maſters, his Luſt and his Paſſion ;, and is there- 


fore called the wicked (ver. 5. ) The Lord hath bro- 
ken the Staff of the Wicked; one in the Height of 


Wickedneſs. This is a very wretched Condition: 
wicked People have a very ill time of it here on 
Earth; for being given up to the Power of unrea- 


ſonable Appetites and Paſſions, which know no 
Rules of Moderation or Decency, they are hurried 


to the moſt inconvenient and unſeemly Acts; 
which deſtroy all that is uſeful and honourable in a 


Man at once. 

III. He was a great Diſturber of the Peace of the 
World in his Time. (ver. 6, ) He that ſmote the Peo- 
ple in Wrath with a continual Stroke, and ruled the 
Nations in Anger, As he conquered by Violence,he 
ruled with Rigor: and ſtill he greedily enlarged his 


Dominions, without Senſe of Right or Bowels of 
Pitv : And wherever he came, there was a dread- 


ful View of general Ruine and Deſolation. Inſomuch 
that the very Trees are, by a Metaphor, brought in 
to expreſs their Joy at his Fall, and to ſay; ver. 8. 


fince thou art laid down, no Feller is come up againſt us; 


No ſuch Waſte made upon the Woods, as thou 
waſt uſed to make, to ſtop up Ways, raiſe Batteries, 
make Paliſadoes and other Preparations of War. 
Yea the Text deſcribes him as one that made the 
World as a Wilderneſs, and turned Cities into waſte 


Places: Which is no better than ta ſay that he was 
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a common Plague wherever he went; his March- 
es being like thoſe of a vaſt Flight of Locuſts, 
which bring Deſtruction wherever they pitch. 
IV. He was a very proud Man, inſomuch that he 
is liken'd to the Devil himſelf, who thought to e- 
qual himſelf with God. (ver. 12. 13.) How art thou 
fallon from Heaven, O Lucifer, Son of the Morning! 
How art thou cut down to the Ground, which didſt weak- 
en ther Nations] For thou hadſt ſaid in thine Heart, I 
will aſcend into Heaven, I will exalt my Throne above 
the Stars of God : I will ſit alſo upon the Mount of the 
Congregation, in the Sides of the North : even be wor- 
ſhipped as God was in Mount Sion, Many proud Em- 
perors of Pagan Rome affected divine Worſhip, but 
it was to their Confuſion: And as there have been 
at Rome other idolatrous Powers, ſuice that pagan 
Power which withheld them is taken away, who 
bave exalted themſelves above all that is called God and 
worſhiped ; this will as certainly draw on their Ru- 
ine too, for God alone ſhall be exalted. Þ 
V. The King to whom the Text alludes, was a 
great Idolater, even to Bigottry. For this was one 
Article of Sennacheribs coming up againſt King He- 
zekiah, viz. becauſe he had taken away the highPlaces, 
and the Altars of Superſtition and Idolatry. (Ia. 
36. 7.) ſo that to conſummate his Character, 
VI. He was a grand Perſecutor. And it was at 
Babylon, tho? not in the Reign of Sehnacherib, that 
a great golden Idol was ſet up by the Kings Order 
to be worſhiped, he being reſolved to have but one 
Religion in his Dominions. W hereupon he decla- 
red by a very ſevere Edict, that all that would ot 
fall down and worſhip the Idol which the King nad 
made, ſhould he thrown into a fiery Furnace, to be 
utterly conſumed. But this he was never able ta 
effect, becauſe there was a God, tho' he knew him 
not, that could deliver out of his Hands. OS 
Ws have now done with the King of Babylon's Chara- 


cter, 
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by which. it appears that he was a wicked and bigot- 


1 ted Idalater, a bloody and ambitions Oppreſſor, and a 

N proud and blaſpheming Perſecutor, We proceed now 

115 to conſider the next Thing propoſed ; namely, 

| if Secondly, God's Patience and Forbearance towards Wl 
{ | | him: And here we muſt note, that there was not ; 
14 onely a Forbearing of Vengeance for a Time, but | 
{Si} a long and viſible Courſe of Proſperity granted to 8 
e this Prince, tho' unbleſs'd all the while. His Ar- i 
mies were uſed to Victory, and had a long Progreſs of F 
ſtercceſs againſt other Nations. We find this confeſs'd : 
bd King Hezekiah in his Prayer (Iſa. 37. 18.) Of N 
130i a Truth, Lord, the Kings of Aſſyria have laid waſte all 
14 the Nations and their Countries. He extended his 5 
1 Conqueſt far and near, and at laſt came to the very | 
|) Gates of Jeruſalem; but here the earneſt Prayers of, 
|| King Hezekiah ruined him; for in one Night God i 
11 deſtroyed a Hundred Eighty Five Thouſand of ; 


. his Men; ſhewing him the Folly and Madneſs 
pf that mortal Worm that dares lift up himſelf a- 
aeainſt his Maker. | 


14 We ſee, my Brethren, what we want to accom- 
. pliſh the Overthrow of our declining Enemies; e- 
1 ven more earneſt and powerful Prayers, to engage 


gl the Patronage of the Zord of Hoſts : For indeed a 
$81! firm Alliance with God is our only Safety and 
Eft Happineſs; the ozly Thing that can give us a Bleſ- 
e ung in Victory, and true Comfort in Peace it ſelf. 
Wit When King Hezekiah and his People ſet themſelves 
to reform their Corruptions, and to obſerve the 
/ Paſſover ( their Sacrament of Chriſt's Body and 
9 | Blood) and to pray earneſtly to God; how ſoon did 
wk God turn back all the Curſes and Threats of Rab- 
| ſhakeh upon his own Face; and then his nſurping 
|) Maſter had the Mortification to behold his great 
Army in which he truſted become Heaps of dead 
Fodies, ſlain by an inviſible Enemy, for his Blaſphe- 
ming againſt God and his Enmity to his People, 
This leads me to the third Particular, N T hirdly 
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Thirdly, Sennacherib's diſmal and ſhameful End. 
Sennacherib was now in the Height of his Pride; 
Ambition and uſurping Projects, threatning Bonds 
and Deſolation to the World: And now the juſt 
and merciful Governour of the World thinks it 
Time to put his Bridle into his Jams, and to take u 
the Reins to ſtop the furious Progreſs of his Arms: 
Upon which, the Tide of his wonted Proſperity 
immediately begins to ebb, and every Thing runs 
againſt him. His Treaſury fails, the Spirit and 
Courage of his Soldiers ſink, and every Thing turns 
backward. Inſomuch that his People decline in 
their Reſpe& and Zeal for him, and two of his 
own Sons ſlay him in the very Temple, as this ſame 
Prophet relates it. I/. 37. 38. 55 
A ſad and tragical End of the grand Oppreſſor 
and Diſturber of the World! And now what be- 
comes of his Project of univerſal Empire and unli- 
mited Power? Now Six Foot of Earth contain him 
for whom the whole World before ſeem'd too little. 
And then the common Queſtion was, where is the 
Fury of the Oppreſſor? What is become of all his 
Threats and all his Vaunts? Alas! They all expi- 
red with his laſt Groans and Breath. This makes 
= aglad Day to the reſt of the World. The whole 
= Earth breaks forth into ſinging, Yer.7. Yea the Pro- 
= phet carries the Matter further in the Ninth Verſe; 
laying, Hell from beneath is moved for thee, to meet 


thee at thy coming: It ſtirreth up the Dead for thee, e- 


ven all the chief Ones of the Earth; it hath raijed up 


From their Thrones all the King of the Nations. All they 
all ſpeak and ſay unto thee, art thou alſo become weak 

4 we, art thou become like unto ut? Thy Pomp is 
= brought down to the Grave, and the Noiſe of thy Viols: 
The Worm is ſpread under thee, and the Worms cover 


1 thee. How art thou fallen from Heaven; 0 Lucifer, Son 
== 2 the Morning! How art thou cut down to the Ground, 
wich didſt weaken the Nations! &c. | 
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This is a moſt elegant dut a very biting Deri- 
ſion, and is as if it were ſaid : “ Since thy Soul, O 
& thou Diſt urber of Mankind, is now deſcending 


< into the Pit, there will be a more than ordina- 


© ry Commotion among the Shades below, at thy 
« Appearance in that Place: Where the Souls of 
te thoſe whom thou haſt murder'd by thy ambiti- 

ous and unjuſt Wars, may be ſuppoſed to be the 


cc 
$ firſt that will ſalute thee ; and at the Head of 


them, the Princes that were aſſaſſinated or poyſon- 
„ ed by thy Order, or robb'd and pillaged by 
© thy barbarous Troops and Hncendiaries. How 
&« will all theſe in their Turns, deride and inſult 


thy pale and trembling Ghoſt ; ſaying, How art 


thou become like one of us| We have all now Pow- 
er and Empire alike : Thou haſt now no more 
e Troops nor Equipage than we. The Sound of 
«© thy Trumpets and Drums, the Conforts of | 
* Warlike and Courtly-Muſick, and the Accla- 

e mations and Shouts of the People, have now 


„% as much forſaken thee as the meaneſt Shade 


« among us. Thy pompous Palace is brought 


„ down to a deſolate and dull Grave, the Enter- 
© tainments of muſical Songs exchanged for the 


ce howling of miſerable Souls; and the Worms 

© crawl about thy Body as familiarly as with any 
& other. Vea tis now much worſe with thee in this 
ce Place than with us: We came hither from a 
«< miſerable Condition on Earth, but thou from 
„thy Luxury and State. So that thy Fall is like 
that of the lapſed Angels; from a vaſt Height 
«© of Glory to this Depth of Miſery and Mourn- 
„ing. How art thou fallen from Heaven, O am- 
< bitious Lucifer! What a Rebuke is this to the 
pride of thy Heart, in which thou haſt often 
&« ſaid, I will build me a Name in Monuments 
e as high as Heaven, and exalt my Throne above 
© all the Powers upon Earth, and cruſh: all thoſe 
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« to pieces that will not ſubmit their Mills and 8 
ec Conſciences to my Commands. But now behold, 
« all thy Thoughts periſh, and a dark Cloud e- 
ce clipſes, yea extinguiſhes thy Glory: And inſtead 
<« of perpetual Glory and Fame, thou inheriteſt 
te everlaſting Shame and Contempt. For they that 
“ conſider thy inglorious Fall, will deſpiſe thy 
e former Haughtineſs, and ſay, I this the Man 
© hat made the Earth to tremble ? That did ſhake 
% Kingdoms? As who would ſay, who would ima- 
, pine, that this poor feeble Shade was ever ſo 
cc terrible in his Day? | 
Theſe Conſiderations tend to advance our 
Praiſes to Almighty God, for the great Mercies 
we commemorate this Day, relating to the laſt 
Campaign. A Campaign which appears very won- 
derful to all the World; made ſo by an aſtoniſh- 
ing Progreſs ob Succeſs, and every Step of this 
honour'd by a ſpecial Appearance of divine Pro- 
videncte. 3 
How terrible did the Forces of Her Majeſty 
and Her Mlies appear wherever they marched, un- 
der the renowned Conduct of the Duke of Marl- 
borough! What Terrors does the Preſence of that 
illuſtrious General caſt upon the Spirits of the 
Enemy, from whom they can expect nothing elſe 
but to be vanquiſhed and overthrown ; becauſe 
they never yet received any thing elſe from him, 
in the Courſe, of his honourable and unclouded 
Conduct: in the Aſſurance of which, the prudent 
States of Holland, who are ſufficiently cautious to 
whom they commit the Command of their Forces, 
readily depoſited this eſſential Truſt in the Hands 
of our General at the Death of theirs. 8 
The ſpeedy March near Audenard, and the 
ſpeedier Victory the ſame Day, were ſurprizing 
Acheivements, and will appear ſo to future Ages, 
when they ſhall ſurvey them in Hiſtory ; in ge 
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the great Names of Marlborough, Eugene, Auverquerque, 
Hannover, Heſſe-Caſſel, and Frize, will appear with 
perpetual Honour. . 

The pulling of ſuch a Jewel out of the Crown of 
France, as the ſtately, ſtrong and wealthy City of 
Liſle, is another eminent Advantage of the laſt 
Campaign. The Siege of this important Barrier 


| was long and difficult, yet undauntedly puſhed on 


by the valiant Eugene, and no leſs vigilantly and 
bravely ſupported by our great General; but above 
all, favoured by our moſt gracious GOD, in a mi- 
raculous Serenity of the Seaſon, for about Three 
Months together, and that in the Decline of the 
Year ; without which all theſe Efforts, tho' truly 
great and admirable, had been unſucceſsful. 
The Paſſage over the Scheld, obtained without 
any Loſs of Blood, after the Enemy had employed 
their chief Strength, and bent their Minds princi- 
pally on this Point, was another” extraordinary 

| Bleſſing of God to ns. After this, the raiſing of 

the Siege vehemently preſs'd by the Enemy upon 
the wealthy City of Bruſſels; the Surrender of 
Ghent, tho' provided with a numerous Garriſon .z 
their ſudden evacuating of Bruges and other Places 
and finally, the Repoſe of our fatigued Troop 
in very deſirable Quarters, juſt before the 
utmoſt Severity of Weather, that the Memory of 
Man can recount ; are ſuch merciful Appearances 
of the All-governing GOD for us, ſuch Proofs of 
the Courage and Bravery of thoſe who fight our 
Battles under him, and ſuch an auſpicious Intro- 
duction to a ſecond Accompliſhment of the Words of 
the Text, that it muſt very gratefully affe& all 
but the Stupid and the Male-content. Eſpecially F 
if we thereunto add the Conqueſt of Sardinia and 
- Minorca, with the excellent Haven of Mahone, ob- 
tained by our naval Power, | _ | 


Let 
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the great Names of Marlborough, Eugene, Auverquerque, 
Hover, Heſſe-Caſſel, and Frize, will appear with 
perpetual Honour. 

The pulling of ſach a Jewel out of the Crown of 
France, as the ſtately, ſtrong and wealthy City of 
Liſle, is another eminent Advantage of the laſt 
Campaign. The Siege of this important Barrier 
was long and difficult, yet undauntedly puſhed on 
by the valiant Eugene, and no leſs vigilantly and 
bravely ſupported by our great General; but above 


all, favoured by our moſt gracious GOD, in a mi- 


raculous Serenity of the Seaſon, for about Three 


Months together, and that in the Decline of the 
Year ; without which all theſe Efforts, tho* truly 
great and admirable, hid been unſucceſsful. 
The Paſſage over the Scheld, obtained without 
any Loſs of Blood, after the Enemy had employed 
their chief Strength, and bent their Minds princi- 
pally on this Point, was another extraordinary 
Bleſſing of God to us. After this, the raiſing of 
the Siege vehemently preſs'd by the Enemy upon 
the wealthy City of Bruſſels; the Surrender of 
Ghent, tho' provided with a numerous Garriſon; 
their ſudden evacuating of Bruges and other Places; 
and finally, the Repoſe of our fatigued Troops | 
in very deſirable Quarters, juſt before the 
utmoſt Severity of Weather, that the Memory of 
Man can recount ; are ſuch merciful Appearances 
of the All-governing GOD for us, ſuch Proofs of 
the Courage and Bravery of thoſe who fight our 
Battles under him, and ſuch an auſpicious Intro- 


duction to a ſecond Accompliſhment of the Words of 


the Text, that it maſt very gratefully affe& all 
but the Stupid and the Male-content. Eſpecially 
if we thereunto add the Conqueſt of Sardinia and 
Minorca, with the excellent Haven of Mahone, ob- 


tained by our naval Power, 


| Let 
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the Day of Thanksgiving. 


Let ns then render all poſſible Thanks and 


—_— 


Praiſe to the Lord of all Lords, and Commanded 


of all Hoſts, for theſe miraculous Diſpenſations of 


his Mercy; and may our pious Lives be the viſible 
and conſtant Teſtimonies of our unfeigned Gra- 


titude: That our hearty and effeQtual Thanktul- 
neſs to GOD for the Bleſſings of the laſt Cam- 
paign, may be a happy Preſage of the Proſperity 


of the next. 


And from what has been ſaid on the Subject 


before us, relating to the Character, the Proſperity, 
and the Overthrow of the King of Babylon in the 


Text, I ſhall make a few practical Inferences, and 
ſo conclude. 25 os 1 
And here in the firſt Place, what has been ſaid 


tends to give Glory to Almighty God, the righte- 


ous Governour of the World, for that all Perſons, 


ſmall and great, Princes and Peaſants, will receive 
from him, according to their Works. In his Go- 


vernment, neither the Greatneſs, nor the Secrecy, 
nor the Multitudes of the Criminais, can ſecure 
them from Vengeance; but impart:u! Juſtice 


| will be done to every one accordiug to their Crimes. 


Such as make the World to tremble,” will ſtand 
trembling before the Bar of God, who will ex- 
amine the Secrets, not only of the Cabinet, but 
of the Heart; and will trace all tic Footſteps of our 


whole Lives. Here the Ruler muſt anſwer for the 


Government he was entruſted with; and the 


Judges of the Earth are brought to Trial for the 


Judgments they have pa ſs d. 
WIIO can but tremble before this Judge of Na- 


tions! What Heart can endure when Omnipo- 


tence contends with it! The haughty Nebuchad- 


nexxar is made to tremble and fear before the God 


of Daniel; and the luxurious Belſnazzar changes 
Countenance, quakes, and is overwhelmed with 
Terrors at the Sight of the Sentence written by 
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an invilible age God kanibled: 4 Phacich, 
by Armies of Lice and other Inſe&s; and made 


arrogant Herod à Prey to Worms. He diſabled, 
as "tis ſaid, a whole Army of Senyacherib, by Mice 
which came in the Night, and gnawed their Har- 


neſſes in Pieces; and diſcomfited the Hoſt of the 
Aidianites, by breaking empty Pitchers. When 


the great and wiſe Solomon fell from the Love 
and Worſhip of God, a little fugitive Child vexed 
him and cut him mort in his Dominions; and 


another Fugitive rends Ten Tribes from his Son. 
God ſold oppreſſing Siſera into the Hands of a 
Woman; and impowered one of that tender and 


Waker Sex to cut off the Head of infolent Holo- 


fernes. And the Epitaph that was inſcribed on the 
Tomb of Sennacherib, would have been proper for 


the reſt of theſe his Brethr en, namely, Let whoſoever 


looks on me, learn to fear God, God muſt be ſupreme- 


ly loved and feared, and principally obeyed and 


regarded, or every thing is wrong, and nothing 


can be bleſſed. 


II. Inf. THAT Which has been ſaid, ſerves to 


ſhew to all Men the only Steps to true Honour and 


Grandeur. The Prince that walks by the Rules of 
Piety and Integrity, and of Juſtice and. Moderati- 


on, takes the right Path to Greatneſs and Fame; 


but it can never be honourable to get a City, a 
n a Kingdom, or even the whole World, by 
any Breach of Faith, or Fal ſehood in Alliance; el. 
pecially when confirmed by an Oath of God, "the 
moſt awful Tie that Men can be bound withal. 
Where is the. Honour of that Perſon,” that cannot 
be truſted upon his Parole; and that can take up 


nothing upon the Credit of his Word ? 


WHAT an undeſireable Dominion have they, 
who multiply that which is not their own, ha- 


ving no other Title but the forcible Entrance 
and Poſſeſſion ? 2˙7 Their Power may awhile curb the 
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Tongues of Props and over-awe the Cries of 


the Oppreſſed ; but when they are brought low 


by the Prov: dence of God, their Pride and Tyran- : 
ny will be exploded, as in the Text; or however, 


when they die, as they ſoon muſt, every one will 


ſpeak freely of the Matter, and inſult them in 


their very Graves. Whereas ſuch Princes as are 


the Fathers and Mothers of their People, and ac- 
count their Dominions their Family, governing 
them with Tenderneſs and Affection, will be beſt. 
ſerved and moſt reſpeted hilſt they live, and 


the moſt lamented and applauded when they die. 
They are not the beſt Servants and Councellors 
of Princes who prompt them to violent and un- 


juſt Acts: Nor is it a worthy, but a verv misbe- 


coming thing, to.applaud unjuſt and rapacious Con- 


queſts. Such as take all Occaſions ta magnity the 
neighbouring | Arbitrary Government and Encroach- 


ments,do but diſcover their unwiſe and unchriſtian 
Principles and Politicks. And when all is faid, 


the Reaſon of Man can find but one Pi ice here 


unlimited Power can ſafely be lodged, that is, with 


infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, becauſe there it will 
never cruſh or hurt any one thro' Malice or Mi- 

ſtate. But Wo to the Neighbourhood where un- 
controlable Power dwells with Paſſion, Cruelty, or 


Ambition: For where an Extravagant Mind and 


a corrupt Will ſway an abſolute Scepter; it is 
like a ſharp Sword in the Hands of a blind and 
angry Giant, in which caſe neither Innocence nor 
Uſefulneſs will be able to protect any one, and 
ſuch only are ſafe that have the Happineſs to be 


out of his Reach, But tho*theſe exorbitant Powers 


are too big for humane Juſtice, they are ſo cinch. 
the more proper Objects of Juſtice from Ahove * 


which leads me to a Third Inference. 
IH Inf. FROM what has been aid we. may in- 
{ery That there will be a ſure Remedy and Redreſs 
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do the Oppreſſions done upon Earth. The Cries. of 


[i the Innocent under Oppreſſion have ſharp and 
. piercing Accents, they rend the Clouds, and aſ- 


cend into the Ears of the Lord of Sabbaoth. The 
1 Sennacheribs and Nebuchadnezzars that have, like 
over-grown Trees, ſtarved and ſtinted the under- 
wood, have had a judicial Ax commiſſioned from 
Heaven to cut them dowa to the very ſtump ; and 
as ſurely as they had their Time of Pride and 
Oppreſſion, they had their Seaſon of Humilia- 
tion and Reduction. And the nearer any Prince 
comes to theſe dangerous Precedents, the more 
likely is he to come to their -i Ends: For 
the Cauſes of one Prince's Ruine cannot but be 
an Omen of auother's that treads in his Steps, 
much more if he goes beyond him. 5 f 
NOW the Crimes of Sennacherib were, as you 
have heard, Oppreſſion, Debauchery, arbitrary Inva- 
ſions pon others. Pride, Idolatry, Perſecution, and 
Flaſphc1zy. If therefore there be any Prince in 
ih theſe Days, who may be truly ſtiled the Common 
Enemy and Oꝛpreſſor; any one that grinds the Fa- 
5 ces of his poo/ Subjects, and Robs his Neighbours of 
11 their juſt Poſſeſſions 3 any one that has without juſt 
Kgccauſe laid Cities into ruinous Heaps, and made whole 
Provinces deſolate; If any Prince be lifted up in the 
Pride of his Heart, ſo as to arrogate to himſelf, 
or to accept from the Flatteries of others, any 
of the Divine Attributes; if any Prince pays Ado- 
ration to Creatures as to the Living God, and 
after the manner of the Babylonians, falls furiouſ- 
Jy upon every one that will not fall down and 
worſhip the Idols which he eſpouſes; if any 
Prince, for this Reaſon, has demoliſhed above a 
Thoxſand Proteſtant Churches, baniſhed above a Hun- 
dred Thouſand Proteſtant Families, buried many ex- 
cellent Perſons in naſty verminous Dungeons, and 
torn others in Pieces by a cxuel Baſtonade in the 
5 N ä Gallies, 
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Gallies, worſe than that of the Turks: If any 
Prince preſumes to divide the Univerſe with Al- 
mighty God, and by a Finger pointing to Heaven 
in a Statue, to allot, Heaven to God, and the Earth to 
himſelf: If any Mortal dares to liken the Building 
of his Palace, to the Omnipotent God's Creation 
of the World; and to aſſert the Cauſe of an abdi- 
cated Prince in the Words of the Almighty God to 
his Son, ſaying, Sit thou on my right Hand, till I 
make thine Enemies thy Footſtool : If theſe or the 
leaſt part of theſe things are true of any Prince 
living, his hoary Head will probably go down with 
Sorrow to the Grave. For God formerly ſaid to a 
Prince, whoſe Sins were ripe for Judgment (Nah. 
I. 14.) I will make thy Grave, for thou art vile: Thy 
unfavoury Name and putrid Body ſhall go down to 
the Grave together; they are a publick Offence and 
Nuſance, and 'tis time to bury them. | 
= BUT the Names and Memory of jaſt and mer- 
c:ful Princes are as ſweet Ointments poured out : 
| The mention of their Names gives a new Air to 
Peoples Countenances, and freſh Spirits to their 
Hearts, after many Generations; which brings 
in my laſt Inference, viz. 2 
IV. INF. We ſee from what has been ſaid, 
what ineſtimable Bleſſings pious and juſt Princes are 
to their People, and to the Times they live in: 
And as to this, when we of this Nation look round 
about us, and conſider the Slavery and Vaſſulage of 
many, and the Hardſhips and Poverty of moſt of the 
Subjects of other Kingdoms and States, we ought 
with particular Gratitude to God to acknowledge 
the peculiar Liberty and Eaſe we enjoy. And this 
ill conſtrain us to bleſs God for that Royal Pair, 
King William and Queen Mary of bleſſed Memory, 
Who not long ſince fill'd the Imperial Throne of theſe 
Realms, and made glad the Inhabitants of theſe 
reſled Nations, by breaking the Tokes of Slavery 
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Sc Superſtition, that were prepared for our Necks, & 
making the frſt Efforts againſt the common Aggref- 
ſor. Aud no leſs thankful ought we to be for tbegreat 
Biefſings of theReign of our preſentgraciousSovereign 
QUEEN ANNE,whom'God preſerve to the utmoſt * 
extent of mortal Life : > who hath moſt effectually 
pur ſued the former Blows given the common Ene- 


my of Liberty and the reformed Churches, and hath al- 


rhody triumphed over him in ſuch Victories as may 
be reafonably hoped to be ominous of a total Over- 
throw. And whilſt we behold Her Majeſty terrible 
to Her Enemies, we ſee Her no leſs gracious and 
tender to all Her Subjects. We muſt want Senſe if 
we are not highly thankful for ſuch an eaſy and 
mild Adminiſtration. In this Her Majeſty acts with 
a true Glory, like the Vice-Gerent of our gracious | 
and ' merciful God; whilſt ſome other Princes de- 
light to grieve and oppreſs, like the Servants of a- 
other Maſter. The Voice of Singing and Laughter 
is as general here, as Groans and Cries are others 
where. So that if we were but ſo prudent as to com- 
poſe our Diviſions, and caſt away our Impieties; We 
ſhould be as ha ppy as that Providence of God tends þ 
to make us, that is, the happieſt People in the World. 
But if our Diviſions. will admit of no Cure, and our 
Wicked neſs of no Reformation; be we aſſured of it, 
we ſhall yet be a miſerable People, notwithſtanding | 


thegreat Things which God hath done for us. 


Surely the People of Great Britain, and of all Her 
Maſeſties Dominions, onght to be moſt dutiful Sub- 
jects in the World, becauſe they enjoy the. beſt of 
Government in the 'moſt juſt and gracions Admi- 


niſtration: under a Ozeen who approves Her ſelfa 
valiant Patriot to the 8 State, as well as a vurſin Mo- 
ther to the Church. God is pleaſed (to Him be the | 
Giory) to array Her Majeſty with greater Honour 


than any other Prince perhaps in the whole World; : | 
She is under God, the chief Sn pport of the rf nmel 
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Religion, à Foſter- Mother to many Princes of th 
hig heſt Title; the Protector of the Liberties of Eu- 
rope, and the Arbitrer of their Quarrels; and has 


ſucceeded in uniting Two of Her Kingdoms, which 
many of HerRoyalPredeceſlors endeayoured in vain: 


And She has withal knock'd out the Teeth of that 


= 


Lion which was breaking in to devour theſe and the 
neighbouring Kingdoms and States. 


AND whilſt She terrifies and ſcatters Her Ene- 
mies, She unites and comforts Her Subjects. With 


what a noble and endearing Bounty has She ſhared 


even a great Part of Her Revenue for the Civ#! Lif, 


for the Eaſe of Her Subjects and Support of Her Al- 


lies? and with what a ſurpaſſing Munificence has 


She given a perpetual Teſtimony of Her Royal Com- 
Paſſion to the Miniſters of our Church, in granting 
them what had been long made a Branch of the Roy - 


al Revenue, for their better Maintenance for ever ? 


Apriacely.and unparallel'd Beneficence, never to be 


forgotten. Such in Truth is the general Influence of 


Her Majeſties Goodneſs and Benignity, that it is a 


Wonder of Ingratitude that She has any Enemies 


withinHerDominions. We find them indeed aſhamed 


to own it, and therefore they ſay (or rather once 
ſaid, for the Project looks now too deſperate to be 


continued ) that they only wiſh'd a Supply from 


France, after Her Majeſties Deceaſe. But are not 
theſe People weary of their Religion and Liberties ? 
Can they think the French King a good Guarantee be- 
tween his Foſter Son and the People of Great Britain? 
Has that Monarch no ſelf Intereſt in putting a King 


upon us? or indeed, is not his Demand upen 


us, to take a King of his Making and in- 


ſtructing, much the ſame with the Man in the Fa- 


ble, who only deſired of the Grove ſo much Wood 
as would make a Helve to the Head of his Ax, and 
when that was granted, made it a Tool to cut down_ 
the whole Coppice? We hear, into what a waſted 
Deſert the Kingdom of Poland is turned by the Diſ- 


14 A Sermon Preached, &c. 
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and can it be deſirable tat bg our flouriſhing Nation 
ſhonld be made like it? Or will an univerſal Per- 
Jury, in falſifying theOath of Abjuration, be a means of 
publick. Proſperity, or a ſetting Things right, as 
ſome term it? This is perfect Deluſion. But 1 
ora Ta clo. Ne. 
U ON the whole: Let us fervently pray. for 
the long Life and happy Reign of our moſt illuſtrious 
and excellent Queen, who leads us in the Paths of 


1 Truth and Mercy by Her own eminent Example, and 
, defends us from the Enemies of both by Her puiſ- 
wh} ſaut Arms : Yea, who would feign bring us to ſuch 
14 an Union among our ſelves as would be a_ perpetual 
. Be i all eier Enemies. Zo 
"3 - MAY it pleaſe the Lord of Hoſts to illuſtrate 
15 Her Majeſties happy Reign with more Victories and 
18 greater, if poſſible, than thoſe already vouchſafed; 
1 and may She, as late as may be, exchange Her mor- 
11 ral C-own for one immortal: And in Her Majeſties 


Deceaſe, a Calamity we cannot think of without 

the Depth of Sorrow and Affliction, the whole 
Scope of my Text will be fully inverted. Then 
all that hear the doleful Tydings will ſmite their 
Breaſts, and ſay, this was that excellent Princeſs that 
| delivered the Kingdoms and States round about Her 
from him that /po:[ed them: She that put a Muzzle 
on the Mouth of the Devourer, and preſcribed Li- 
mits to the Ambitious, who knew none before. The 
Deborah that ſtood up agairſt an vſurping Siſera 3 
the Eſther that freed her Country from Deſtruction; 
The Tomyris that gave a blood-thirſty Cyrrs his 
Fill of Blood; The Elizabeth that broke the Plan of wniverſal En- 
pire. She opened the Doors of the Priſoners ; She cried the weeping 
hi Eyes of the Seamen:Wigdews and Orphan; She pleaded the Cauſe of 
# the Confiſſers of Chriſt in the Gallies and Dungeons; She relieved 
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the Cares of Chriſt's Miniſters in their ſtraigchten'd Circumſtances: 

She ſtraighten'd Her ſelf, to find Exſe to Her People. She gave à 

dright Example of publick daily Devo tion, and wos a very admirable 

| Inſtance of conjugal Love. In a Word, She was che Dread of Her 
Enemies, the Delighe of Her Subjects, and the Spirit of Her Allies; 
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